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CEGE is likely to start drilling at Dholera for the project by year end

dna correspondent @dnaahmedabad

Gandhinagar:  The  Center  of  Excellence  for  Geothermal  Energy  (CEGE)  of  Pandit  Dindayal  Petroleum

University  (PDPU)  has  sent  a  proposal to  the  ministry  of  renewable  energy  about  setting up a  1  MW

geothermal power pilot project plant at one of the two prospective locations in Dholera. The university  is

hopeful about getting a nod from the central government including environmental permission. They have plans

to start drilling for the project assessment by the year end.

Geothermal energy is being harnessed and used for domestic and commercial purpose in many parts of the

world.  But  in India,  not much has been done about  tapping this  natural form of  energy.  According to  the

Geological Survey of India, Gujarat has vast potential of geothermal energy that has yet to be explored.

The CEGE, set up in 2013 at PDPU, has been carrying out research and development activities in exploration

and exploitation of geothermal energy. The center had selected six site locations to carry out pre-feasibility

studies through remote sensing and landsat imageries.

Out  of  these,  Dholera  was  narrowed down and two sites  were  selected for  the  geothermal power plant

project, one near Swaminarayan Temple and the other at Utthan.

The CEGE has sent a proposal to the ministry of renewable energy for the said project for approval of 1MW

power generated from geothermal energy.

The initial objectives  of  the pilot  project  proposal are to  drilling of  parametric  well in hot  geo-bodies  and

evaluating parameters like geothermal gradient porosity, permeability and pressure temperature condition.

Other objectives are to understand the drive mechanism, the steam type, phase system and thermodynamics

of geothermal reservoirs.
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Geothermal energy conference at PDPU
It will focus on challenges & the energy’s use for power generation

dna correspondent

@dnaahmedabad

An  international  conference  on  ‘Geothermal  Energy  Exploration  and  Exploitation’  will  take  place  on
May 1 at Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University, Gandhinagar.

The  conference  is  being  organised  by  Centre  of  Excellence  for  Geothermal  Energy  (CEGE)  at  the
university campus. This conference will provide a unique platform where experts from different spectra
of  geothermal  fraternity  will  be  discussing  issues  and  challenges  in  geothermal  exploration  and
exploitation.

Some of the key techniques that will be discussed under exploration are magnetotellourics, seismic and
gravity  survey,  geothermal  reservoir  engineering  and  modelling  and  geothermal  fluid  flow  through
porous media.

Some  topics  that will be  talked about under exploitation are geothermal drilling: case studies,  logging
and core data analysis, thermodynamics of geothermal reservoir fluids and concepts of geothermal well
testing. In India, many research activities have been carried out in the area of geothermal exploration,
primarily magnetotellurics and shallow boreholes. However, there is no commercial production till date.
The conference aims  to  focus on challenges  in geothermal energy exploitation and  its use  for power
generation as well as domestic usage.

The conference is open for all.
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